PALISADE

Historical Society

July 2025

JULY HISTORY TALK
THURSDAY, JULY 17th - 6 PM

Entertainment in the Grand
Valley in the Early 1900s

Local author, Joe Zeni, will be presenting
“‘Entertainment in the Grand Valley in the Early
1900s” at
the History
Talk on
Thursday,
July 17th at
6pm at the
Ordinary
Fellow
Winery.
Come learn
about the
things that
entertained
those on the
Western
Slope at the
turn of the
last
Century!
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The talk will
begin at 6
pm on
Thursday,
July 17th at The Ordinary Fellow Winery. This
program is open to the public in a relaxed and
comfortable setting for people to learn about
Palisade’s unique history. Free admission;
donations appreciated. Be sure to come early to
get a seat!
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AUGUST HISTORY TALK
THURSDAY, AUG. 21st - 6 PM
CSU EXTENSION SERVICE

Jeff Pieper has been working in horticulture on
Colorado's Western slope for over 10 years.
After being a
horticulturist in Eagle
County, Jeff moved to
the Grand Valley to work
on peach production
systems and complete ;"«:}
his Ph. D. in Horticulture ~ §
at Colorado State
University. In his current
role, Jeff is the Tri-River
Area Commercial
Horticulture and Natural Resource Specialist for
CSU Extension. The split duties allow him to
work with tree fruit, vegetable, and nursery
growers while also teaching Native Plant and
ethnobotany classes. For the talk, he will discuss
the History of the Extension in Colorado and
Mesa County and current program offerings.
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LAST MONTH’S HISTORY TALK
At the June History Talk, we celebrated the
110th birthday of “The Roller Dam.” We had a
Dam Birthday Party and a Dam History Talk
(picture of the crowd), and we all had the best
I S , Dam
\j‘_ﬁ\é’ ] W i~ L time!
i ‘ ' Check

u out

4 more
| pictures
on the
{ next

page!



PICTURES FROM THE ROLLER
DAM BIRTHDAY PARTY &

HISTORY TALK
™ It's not really a
birthday party

« | without a cake from
. Slice o’ Life Bakery!
(pictured, left) This
cake was  half
chocolate raspberry,
half Palisade peach
(of course!), and 100% delicious!

We had record attendance at this History Talk, with
106 people! As one of our directors said, “We
almost had 110 people, in honor of 110 years!”
(Pictured, below: It was standing room only at
The Ordmary Fellow Wmery’)

After the video on the
history of the Grand River &
Diversion Dam, drone
footage, and Maggy
Fellman’s music video of
“That DAM Water Keeps .
Us Green,” Tina ]
Bergonzini (pictured,
right), General Manager
of the Grand Valley Water
Users Association, talked
about the present and
future of the Roller Dam
and answered questions
about the Shoshone
Water Rights and the
impact of the zebra mussels on the irrigation
systems.

PEACH QUILT AGAIN ON
DISPLAY AT THE BLUE PIG

The popular queen-size Peach Quilt with 90 hand
painted squares depicting different peach varieties
is back by
popular
demand!
eld It will
] seles s again be
|#esees gaokld on
|[8dsaxsced B display at
W"MWL‘W the Blue
¥ Pig

Gallery in
July and
August.
(Blue Pig
Owner
Chuck
Nowak,
left,
installing
the quilt on the tall walls last year) It was given
to the Historical Society last year by its creator,
Flora Anderson’s daughters, knowing it was their
mother’s wish to have it in a museum.

The Queen Size u
Peach Quilt is i
Back!

It will be on display at
The Blue Pig through
July & August.

Last  July
and August,
it drew quilt
lovers,
artists, and
others from
all over
Colorado
and
beyond.
The  Blue
Pig Gallery
is located at
3rd and
Main Street
in Palisade. Be sure to stop by and see it again.

2026
CALENDAR

Our 2026 Calendar featuring the Peach Quilt
will be available EARLY, starting in mid-July!
Get them at The Blue Pig and the Palisade
History Museum! Contact us for more info!
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FLAG DAY CEREMONY

For a special June 14 Flag Day Celebration, Joe
Zeni invited the Palisade Historical Society to be
part of an event honoring Red Cross Captain
Harold Aupperle who grew up in Grand Junction
and served in Serbia in World War |. His father,
David Aupperle, was instrumental in creating the
Government Highline Canal.

Special guest for the event was Slavoljub Guduric
from Serbia whose family was personally affected
by Harold Aupperle’s life-saving efforts. Mr.
Guduric placed wreaths at the monument honoring
Captain Aupperle in the Veteran’s section at the
Orchard Mesa Cemetery and at the nearby
Aupperle family gravesites. Mr. Guduric, who
raised money for the trip to Grand Junction by
playing his frula - a musical instrument that is
popular in Serbia - also played a tune at the
ceremonies.

In researching his book. Promise, about Captain
Aupperle’s life, Author Joe Zeni contacted the
Palisade Historical Society. We were glad to share
information and newspaper articles from the Grand
Valley Water User Association’s files about the
Canal and other research about the Aupperle
family.

Joe connected with Mr. Guduric online and learned
more about Captain Aupperle’s accomplishments
before he died of typhus in Serbia on June 14,
1919. The City of Grand Junction, the Museum of
Western Colorado, and representatives from the
DAR, the American Red Cross of Western
Colorado were
also honored F

at the
ceremony. J
(Joe, left and _
Slavoljub, —
right, at =
Captain
Harold ™
Aupperle’s ',
Grave on East
Orchard
Mesa)

JOY GROUP VISITS MUSEUM

The JOY (Just Older Youth) Group from Grand
Junction visited the Palisade History Museum in
June. They were enthusiastic and several who had
previously lived or worked in Palisade shared
interesting memories. Some had even worked in
peach harvests when they were in high school!

IRRIGATION DAMS WERE THE
WELLSPRING CLASS FOCUS

For the fourth year, the Palisade Historical Society
was asked to present the history of local irrigation
dams for the Wellspring Class. This is a four-day
river and art program for middle school students
from all over the Valley.

Again this year, we presented photos and
information about the 110 year old Grand River
Diversion Dam, known as the “Roller Dam” in
DeBeque

Canyon and the
importance  of
irrigation for
agriculture.

(Nancy
g Eighmy,

| standing
presented
photos and
information
about irrigation dams for the Wellspring Project
at the Fruita Community Center.) (Continued...)

left,
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WELLSPRING CLASS (CONT)

This year, Historical Society Board Member Nancy
Eighmy presented historical photos and
information. For the art aspect, students created
dams out of air dry modeling clay following the

presentation.
(Two
students
worked
>~ together
. using the
- clay to
" model a

. dam with
towers

similar to
the Grand

River Diversion Dam.)

Rivers Edge West believes these experiences
should be accessible to all and raises funds so the
Wellspring Project can expand and remain free to
students.

FREE SEARCHABLE
DATABASE

Founded June 3, 1803

There are 4,567
issues of The
Palisade Tribune
available on the
Colorado
Historic
Newspapers and
Plains to Peaks
Databases. All
available issues

.. Palisade Tribune issues
are now available

June 6, 1903 to
December 22,1994

[CH]
SEARCH THE [«
DATABASE FOR FREE

from June 6

J A 3
j::y?u So?etEy 1903 to
N—— December 22,
1994 are

available for searching. Check out our Newspaper
Tab on HistoricPalisade.org for more information!

FREE ADMISSION
STOP BY IN PERSON!

The Palisade
History
.~ Museum is
_ open four
days a week:
Tuesdays,
Thursdays,
- Fridays, and
~ Saturdays
from 10am to 2pm. Stop in and see us at 3740 G
Road. Every time you visit, something new (and
old!) will catch your eye!

JULY HOURS AT THE
PALISADE HISTORY MUSEUM

JUEY 2025
2P ahisadedlistory Museum
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PALISADE

P.0.Box 631 Historical Society
Palisade, Colorado 81526
www.historicpalisade.org

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING US!
WE APPRECIATE YOU
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http://historicpalisade.org/

o

ORCHARDS

JR’s CARRIAGE

SERVICE

PALISADE

BASECAMP

RV RESORT

Page 5

W

TRUSA [

International Dist

%

COUNTRY
CEREMONIES



PALISADE

Historical Society

Annual Donation
Town of Palisade

Special Donation
Lions Club International of Palisade

Palisade Sunrise Rotary Club
GJ Rotary Foundation
Questers - Grand Mesa Peaches #1439
Rotary District 5470
Rio Grande Federal Credit Union

Lifetime Business
Memberships
Orchard Mesa Irrigation Company
Palisade Pedicab

10-Year Business
Memberships

JR's Carriage Service
Pali-Tours
Palisade Chamber of Commerce

Annual Business Memberships

Altrusa International of Palisade
Carboy Winery - Grand Valley
Dancing In My Head Photography
Dennis Cole - Cole Orchards
Grand Valley Bank
Kokopelli Farm Market (14+ years!)
Palisade Basecamp RV Resort
Wine Country Ceremonies

Heritage Donors
to the Museum

Fruit and Wine Real Estate
Clark Family Orchards
Kokopelli Farm Market

Our Publications Available Here

Harlow Lifestyle & Gift - Palisade
Lithic Bookstore & Gallery - Fruita
Museum of Western Colorado Gift Shop - GJ
Out West Books - GJ
Palisade Basecamp RV Resort
Palisade Chamber of Commerce

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A BUSINESS MEMBER?
CONTACT US TODAY!
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PALISADE,

Historical Society

historicpalisade.org

Become a Part of History - Donate to the Palisade Historical Society.

The Palisade Historical Society relies on donations to facilitate projects that enhance our community by

documenting local history and promoting our heritage. You can join us with your support in a targeted way that

interests you most, or just make a general donation. Make a donation for any or all of the following categories:

» Become a Member

+ Contribute to The Palisade Tribune Digitization Fund
+ Donate to the Palisade History Museum

» Mcke a General Donation

Membership Options
Annual Memberships
Individual $250 Family $502 Business $100 2 Patron $500 4

Extended Memberships
10-year (Family or Individual) $2000  Lifetime (Family or Individual) $400 O

OTHD
: B

@'
Memberships

Palisade Tribune Digitization Fund
We have raised funds to digitize 4,567 issues of The Palisade Tribune for the
Colorade Historic Newspapers Collection database website. Please help us get
more issues online for browsing and searching frem anywhere!

$1,000 2 $1004 Other 3§

Palisade History Museum

Please help us at any level.
$1,000 Q $500 2 $100 2 Other 4$____
$2,500 ({receive a “Proud Supporter” sign) 0

$5,000 (advertise in the Museum for your business) 1

General Donation

Any amount is appreciated! 1 $

Donations

For credit card payments, use the QR codes above, or call 970-812-3064.

For checks or money orders payable to Palisade Historical Society, mail them with your
contact information to: Palisade Historical Society, PO Box 631, Palisade, CO 81526

Name

Address

City | State | Zip
Phone

Email (for newsletters)

The Palisade Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax-deductible.

Our non-profit tax ID number is 27-246812.
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