
 MAY HISTORY TALK 
 "Beaver Pelts and Buckskins - 

 Fort Uncompahgre & 
 The Old Spanish Trail” 

 MAY 15th - 6 PM 
 Join  Western  Colorado  author  and  historian  Dave 
 Fishell 
 (pictured)  as 
 he  presents 
 the  story  of  the 
 first  trading 
 post  in  the 
 western  half  of 
 the  state,  and 
 the  1,200  mile 
 long  Old 
 Spanish Trail. 

 The  trail  once 
 connected  the 
 important 
 Mexican  town 
 of  Santa  Fe 
 with  those  in 
 southern  California.  The  northern  branch  of  the 
 trail  crossed  through  most  of  today's  Mesa 
 County.  Fishell  was  the  lead  tour  guide  and 
 historian  at  the  reconstructed  Fort  Uncompahgre 
 at Delta for several years. 

 The  talk  will  begin  at  6  pm  on  Thursday,  May 
 15th  at  The  Ordinary  Fellow  Winery.  This 
 program  is  open  to  the  public  in  a  relaxed  and 
 comfortable  setting  for  people  to  learn  about 
 Palisade’s  unique  history  and  enjoy  a  glass  of 
 wine.  The  tasting  room  opens  at  noon,  so  come 
 early. 

 JUNE HISTORY TALK 
 THURSDAY, JUNE 19th - 6 PM 

 110th Birthday of 
 the  Grand River Diversion Dam 

 The  Grand  River  Diversion  Dam  in  DeBeque 
 Canyon  or  “Roller 
 Dam,”  as  it  is 
 commonly  called, 
 is  110  years  old  in 
 June!  In  honor  of 
 this  milestone,  we 
 will  host  a  History 
 Talk  on  June  19th 
 at  6  pm  at  the 
 Ordinary  Fellow 

 Winery.  JoAnn  Rasmussen,  Chair  of  the  Palisade 
 Historical  Society,  will  give  a  presentation  on  the 
 history  of  the  Roller  Dam,  and  special  guest  Tina 
 Bergonzini,  Grand  Valley  Water  Users’ 
 Association  General  Manager,  will  also  share 
 current  updates.  The  Roller  Dam  is  integral  to  the 
 success  of  this  valley  and  Palisade!  Be  sure  to 
 come early to get a piece of birthday cake! 

 Above  Photo:  Roller  Dam  taken  in  2015, 
 courtesy of Roberta Nelson. 

 This  photo 
 is  from  the 
 Dedication 
 of  the 
 Roller  Dam 
 on  June 
 29, 1915. 

 Photo: 
 courtesy 
 of  Grand 
 Valley Water Users’ Association 
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 LAST MONTH’S HISTORY TALK & 
 PALISADE’S 

 121st BIRTHDAY PARTY 
 Palisade  was  incorporated  on  04/04/04  –  yes, 
 that’s  1904!  Approximately  90  people  gathered  to 
 celebrate  121  years  of  Palisade  on  Friday,  April 
 4th! A fantastic time was had by all! 

 The 
 Palisade 
 Historical 
 Society 
 provided 
 a 
 delicious 
 cake 
 (left) 
 from  the 
 Slice  o’ 

 Life  Bakery.  The  top  half  was  peach  (of  course!), 
 and  the  bottom  half  was  chocolate  raspberry.  It 
 was delicious! 

 JoAnn  Rasmussen,  Chair  of  the  Palisade 
 Historical  Society,  (pictured  below)  described 
 Palisade  in  the 
 early  20th  century 
 and  Trish 
 Hopkinson  read  her 
 poem  about  living 
 in  Palisade  using 
 key  phrases  from 
 the  very  first  issue 
 of  The  Palisade 
 Tribune  (June  6, 
 1903).  We  also 
 enjoyed  a  video 
 created  for  the 
 110th  birthday  11 
 years  ago  by 
 dedicated  graphic 
 artist  and  volunteer  Gayle  Madden,  entitled 
 “  Palisade,  Colorado  -  1904  ,”  which  included 
 wonderful historic photos. 

 Here  are  more  fun  photos  courtesy  of  Lisa 
 “Moose”  Levy  Kral  of  Dancing  in  My  Head 
 Photography. 

 MORE PARTY PHOTOS! 

 Above: It was a full house at The Ordinary 
 Fellow Winery for the 121st Birthday Party! 

 Left: We 
 handed out 
 copies of an 
 aerial photo of 
 Palisade from 
 1904, courtesy 
 Museums of 
 Western 
 Colorado 

 Right: 
 Volunteer Dave 
 Cecuga poses 

 with the 
 publications we 

 have available 
 for a donation. 

 Left: Graphic and 
 video artist Gayle 
 Madden 

 This  was  such  a  great 
 event,  and  it  was  fun 
 to  see  so  many 
 members  of  the 
 community  join  in  the 
 celebration  of  the  121 
 year  history  of 
 Palisade! 
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 NEW BENCH AT THE 
 PIONEER MONUMENT 

 On  April  23rd,  a  new  concrete  bench,  courtesy  of 
 the  Job  Corps,  was  installed  by  CDOT  on  the 

 Pioneer 
 Monument 
 site  at  I-70 
 Exit  47,  just 
 north  of  the 
 Exxon 
 Service 
 Station. 
 Photos, 
 left  and 
 below: 

 CDOT crew positions the bench into place. 

 This 
 monument 
 was  initially 
 created  and 
 dedicated  in 
 1931  and 
 then  moved 
 from  the 
 mouth  of 
 Plateau 
 Canyon  to  Exit  47  when  the  I-70  interchange  was 
 built.  The  Plateau  Valley  Historical  Preservation 
 Society  took  on  all  the  significant  tasks  of  this 
 project to get this lovely addition to the site! 

 Group  photo:  Back  l  to  r:  Chad  Toenjes,  Keith 
 Villa,  Jared  Schneider,  Joel  Berschauer  ,  Ron 
 Elsberry;  Front  l  to  r:  Bev  Duzenack  and  Val 
 Dussor  (both  from  PVHPS)  were  the  first  to  sit 
 on the new bench. 

 NEW BENCH (cont.) 
 Below  is  a  photo  of  the  bench  nestled  in  the 
 shade  of  a  tree  overlooking  the  Pioneer 
 Monument  and  the  informational  sign,  with  a 
 gorgeous view as a backdrop. 

 Look  for  future  updates,  including  a  sandstone 
 fence to protect the area around the Monument! 

 SHARING 
 HISTORIC PALISADE WITH 

 FUTURE GENERATIONS 
 One  of  the  ways  we  keep  Palisade  history  alive  is 

 by  engaging  local 
 students  in 
 learning  about 
 Palisade  history 
 through  our 
 Historic  Palisade 
 Coloring  Book  and 
 in-school 
 presentations. 

 At  the  end  of  April, 
 we  met  with 
 students  from 
 Taylor  Elementary, 
 and  this  month, 
 we  are  scheduled 

 to  present  to  students  at  Broadway  Elementary. 
 June’s  Newsletter  will  showcase  photos  from 
 both events, so stay tuned! 
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 FREE SEARCHABLE 
 DATABASE 

 There  are  4,361  issues  of  The  Palisade  Tribune   
 available  on  the  Colorado  Historic  Newspapers 
 and  Plains  to  Peaks  Databases.  All  available 
 issues  from  June  6,  1903  to  December  27,  1990 
 are  available  for  searching.  Check  out  our 
 Newspaper  Tab  on  HistoricPalisade.org    for  more 
 information! 

 YOUR PURCHASES BENEFIT 
 THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 We  have  a  tutorial  on  our  website 
 (  HistoricPalisade.org  ) under the Donate Tab! 

 FREE ADMISSION 
 STOP BY IN PERSON! 

 The  Palisade  History  Museum  is  open  four  days 
 a  week:  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  Fridays,  and 
 Saturdays  from  10am  to  2pm.  Stop  in  and  see  us 
 at  3740  G  Road.  Every  time  you  visit,  something 
 new (and old!) will catch your eye! 

 MAY HOURS AT THE 
 PALISADE HISTORY MUSEUM 

 Photo in calendar: Violets blooming at the 
 Historic Crissey House 
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